Adult Education

5000 since 1932, the increase being mainly in the engineering courses.

(6) Senior Full-Time Courses, These are conducted in many of the
larger Technical Colleges and Schools of Art They extend over two
years and arc attended by students between x<5 and 19, a large propor-
tion of whom have been educated in Secondary Schools, In the year
1937-8 there were 376 technical and commercial courses of this typo,
conducted in 81 Colleges and attended by more than 9000 full-time
students, while nearly 5000 students over x<5 were attending Art Schools
and Classes full-time. Many aim at obtaining University Degrees or
National Certificates,

There is no uniform system of examinations in technical subjects.
In certain compact areas regional examination bodies, such as the
Union of Lancashire and Cheshire Institutes, have been established; in,
others, where the schools are more scattered, examinations are organised
by Societies, such as the Royal Society of Arts, which are concerned
with particular subjects* In the scheme for the award of ** National
Certificates" the Board of Education co-operates with professional
Institutions, &g* the Institute of Mechanical Engineers, There were
more than 7600 candidates for these Certificates in 1938, an increase of
1000 compared with the previous year* Some of them are comparable
in value to a University degree in Science,

It is essential that there should be close co-operation between the
Technical Schools and local employers of industry. For this purpose
LJB.A.s have established Advisory Committees in connection with the
work of the various departments of the Technical Colleges. In York-
shire there is a Committee for Further Education which aims at co-
ordinating technical instruction throughout the county. Numerous
professional, industrial and commercial Associations are now interest-
ing themselves in questions of vocational training from a national
point of view.

8* ADUIT EDUCATION

Adult education is designed to give liberal education, as distinct
from technical and vocational instruction, to persons of not less than
18 years of age* The demand comes from the growing number who
have become aware of the existence of a heritage of knowledge aad
realise that they are debarred through ignorance from sharing the
interests and recreations which are enriching the lives of others arouad
them* The movement received a great impetus during the Great War
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